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In that year we had but 250 miles of railroad, and that of

n very imperfect character^ while in the present year we have

H34 miles of road in actual operation.

The increased value of real estate since 1850, will alone

yield a revenue, at the present rate of taxation, of $140,400.

Results like these will remove all doubt that the State has

pursued a wise policy since 1850, towards works of this

character.

AGRICULTURE.

An increase in the value of real estate is naturally accom-

panied by improvements in agriculture and an increase in

the returns of agricultural labor. Among the most interest-

ing evidences of the advance made in this branch of our

industry, and of the spirit manifested in the cultivation oi

the soil, are the agricultural fairs now annually held in many

jjarts of the State. These assemblies of the people greatly

tend to the dissemination of intelligence and practical infor-

mation upon the subject of farming, and it is well worthy of

your consideration whether they be not deserving the patron-

age of the State.

Further, to give direction to individual enterprise, I would

respectfully recommend the establishment of a Board of

Agriculture, with the power to divide the State into agricul-

tural districts, and to make suitable provisions for the giving

of instruction in this branch of science. The creation of such

a Board would be attended with a trifling expense, and the

appropriation of a small amount towards the salary of a

teacher in each district, in aid of individual and county con-

tributions, it is confidently believed, would be a wise expendi-

ture of the public money.

EDUCATION.

Since the last Session of the Legislature our system of pub-

lic education, under the supervision of the able and zealous


